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we doubr, whesher, by 2 fair conftru®jon of that law,
the d:claraiion of independence can have fuch a re-
troig~¢live opesaiion, as to veft in this flate all Britith
property a:quired by individuals antecedently to jt.
We prefume the 'aw of nutions lays down no rule, by
which, in revoluticns like the prefent, the fubje@s
2dhering to the o'd, may be clearly dittinguithed from
thofe of ths new government, otherwifz you wou!d
not have thought it neceflary to afcertain, by a pofi-
tive law, wno fhall be deemed Britith fukje@s. The
diftin&ions fet up by the biil are in fome inflances
arbitrary, and withou: the fanfion of law, ought
not of chemfelves to dep:ive the perfons defcribed of
the benefit and privileges of citizenfhip, and there-
fore we do not well conceive, how the property of the
perfons meant to be included in the bill became veft.
ed in this tate by the law of nations, co-operating with

~ the declaration of indepcndence. Some of the a&iong

which are to contlitute the aftors Britifh fubjecs, are of
that nature 2s to make the bill, vith refpeét to them, en.
trely retrofpedtive, and of avus{e contrary to our decla-
ration of rights; others again are fo highly criminal as
t> fubjedt the offenders to our trea’on law, a law flil]
fubfifting, and evincing beyond the peflitility of doubr,
that the legiflature which paffed it, confidered fome
of the very perfors as futjelts of this flate, which the
prefent bill cor fi2ers 4s Britith fubjets, thereby de-
priving them of the trial by jury, fubje@ing them to
all the pains ard peaaliies of treafun, except death,
inflitine outlawry and cxile, withoat the Judgment
of their “peers, and confequently having in many in.
ftances, the fu!l force and efte®® of a bill of at:ainder,
But admit, for the fake of argument, that by the
rigour of the law of ratiens, the property of all Bri~
tfh (ubjs&s, as alien enemices, is forfeited, the diffie

culty



